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SPACE AVAILABILITY DETERMINATION 

Determination of Space Availability


At the request of Collocator, AT&T will provide space for Physical Collocation as described in the Application Process of this Handbook. AT&T is not required to provide Physical Collocation at a particular Eligible Structure if it demonstrates that physical collocation is not practical for technical reasons or because of space limitations.  In such cases and with the qualifications set forth in the Application Process of this Handbook, AT&T will provide Virtual Collocation, except where AT&T proves that   Virtual Collocation is not technically feasible.  If Virtual Collocation is not technically feasible, AT&T will make a good faith effort to negotiate other methods of interconnection and access to unbundled network elements to the extent technically feasible.

AT&T will provide physical collocation arrangements in Eligible Structures and on its Premises on a “first-come, first-served” basis.  The determination whether there is sufficient space to accommodate Physical Collocation at a particular Eligible Structure or at a particular Premise will be made initially by AT&T.  AT&T will notify the Collocator as to whether its request for space is been granted or denied due to a lack of space within the contracted interval from receipt of a Collocator's accurate and complete Physical Collocation Application. If AT&T determines that Collocator's Physical Collocation Application is unacceptable, AT&T shall advise Collocator of any deficiencies within this interval period.  AT&T shall provide Collocator with sufficient detail so that Collocator has a reasonable opportunity to cure each deficiency.  To retain its place in the queue to obtain the Physical Collocation arrangement, Collocator must cure any deficiencies in its Application and resubmit such Application within contracted interval after being advised of deficiencies.  Any changes to the amount or type of floor space, interconnection terminations, and power requested from the originally submitted Physical Collocation Application will not be considered a deficiency, but rather as a new Physical Collocation Application with  contracted interval space notification and delivery interval. 

When space for Physical Collocation in a particular Eligible Structure is not available, AT&T shall place Collocator on the waiting list for collocation in a particular Eligible Structure according to the date Collocator submitted its application for Physical Collocation in that Eligible Structure.

Space Denial Process

When space for physical collocation in a particular eligible structure is not available, AT&T shall place Collocator on the waiting list for collocation in a particular Eligible Structure according to the date Collocator submitted its application for physical collocation in that Eligible Structure.  

In the event AT&T denies collocation due to space constraints, and within the contracted interval of the submission of the application, AT&T will submit to the Collocator a Collocation Availability Report indicating AT&T available collocation space in a particular Eligible Structure.  The Collocation Availability Report must specify the amount of collocation space available at each requested Eligible Structure, the number of Collocators, and any modification in the use of the space since the last report.  The report must also include measures that AT&T is taking to make additional space available for collocation.

AT&T will, at the same time, file a copy of the letter with the Public Service Commission of that state.  In the event of a denial of a Collocator request for collocating, AT&T shall also concurrently submit the following information both to the Collocator and to the Commission in support of its denial provided under seal and subject to proprietary protections:

A.
Central Office Common Language Identifier, where applicable;

B.
The identity of the requesting Collocator, including amount of space sought by the Collocator;

C.
Total amount of space at the premises;

D.
Detailed Floor plans, accompanied with proper legend and scale to assist in the interpretation of the floor plan and sufficient measurements to interpret size and spacing, including measurements of AT&T’s premises, showing:

(1)
Space housing AT&T network equipment, non-regulated services space and administrative offices;

(2)
Space housing obsolete unused equipment;

Space occupied by AT&T affiliates;

(4)
Space which does not currently house AT&T equipment or administrative offices but is reserved by AT&T for future use by AT&T or its affiliates;

(5)
Space occupied by and/or reserved for Collocators for the purpose of network interconnection or access to unbundled network elements (including identification of each Collocator);

(6)
Space, if any, occupied by third parties for other purposes, including identification of the uses of such space;

(7)
Identification of turnaround space for switch or other equipment; removal plans and timelines, if any;

(8)
Planned Central Office rearrangement/expansion plans, if any; and

(9)
Remaining space, if any, and

E.
Description of other plans, if any, that may relieve space exhaustion including plans showing any adjacent space not technically considered as part of Eligible Structure.  Other relevant information requested by the Third Party Reviewer.

In the event that AT&T denies a collocation request due to space constraints, the Collocator may also request a tour of the Eligible Structure in question (not just the room in which space was denied) without charge, to verify space availability or lack thereof.  The request shall be submitted to AT&T’s designated representative in writing.  The inspection tour shall be scheduled within the contracted interval of receipt of the request for a tour.  Prior to the inspection tour, a Commission-approved “Reciprocal Non-disclosure Agreement” shall be signed by the designated AT&T representative and the designated agent for the Collocator who will participate in the tour. In no event shall any camera or other video/audio-recording device be brought on or utilized during any tour of an AT&T’s Eligible Structure.

In the event that AT&T denies a collocation request and the Collocator disputes the denial, the Collocator may request a tour of the Eligible Structure to verify space availability or lack thereof.  The request shall be submitted to AT&T’s designated representative in writing.  The inspection tour shall be scheduled within  the contracted interval of receipt of the request for a tour.

Prior to the inspection tour, a Commission-approved “Reciprocal Non-disclosure Agreement” shall be signed by the designated AT&T representative and the designated agent for the Collocator who will participate in the tour.

AT&T will provide all relevant documentation to the Collocator agent including blueprints and plans for future facility expansions or enhancements subject to executing a nondisclosure agreement.  An AT&T representative will accompany and supervise the Collocator agent on the inspection tour.  The inspection tour shall be conducted no later than the contracted interval following the filing of the request for the tour.  If the Collocator agent believes, based on the inspection tour of the Eligible Structure, that the denial of collocation space is unsupportable, the Collocator agent shall promptly so advise AT&T.  The Collocator and AT&T shall then each concurrently prepare a report detailing its own findings of the inspection tour.  The Collocator and AT&T reports shall be concurrently served on each other and submitted to the Commission Central Records and to a Third Party Engineer.

The burden of proof shall be on AT&T to justify the basis for any denial of collocation requests.  A Collocator that contests AT&T’s position concerning the denial of a collocation request shall pay 50% of the fee associated with the Third Party Engineer review and AT&T shall pay the remaining 50%.  A Third Party Engineer shall be assigned on a rotating basis from a list maintained by a neutral third party.  The neutral third party shall be selected and the process for Third Party Engineer selection shall be designed by the Commission with input from AT&T and CLECs.  However, until the neutral third party process is in place, the list shall be maintained and the Third Party Engineer shall be assigned by the Commission.  The Collocator does not have to obtain agreement from AT&T on the selection of the Third Party Engineer from the list maintained by a neutral third party or the Commission.  The Third Party Engineer shall review not only the reports by AT&T and the Collocator, but shall also undertake an independent evaluation to determine whether collocation space is available in the Eligible Structure.  The scoped work will request that the Third Party Engineer provide an independent evaluation of the use and reservation of Collocator space as well as AT&T space.  The Third Party Engineer shall examine the factors listed in paragraph above, as well as any other factors that are specified elsewhere.   The Third Party Engineer shall also conduct its review under the presumption that the burden of proof shall be on AT&T to justify the basis for any denial of collocation requests.  After determination by the Third Party Engineer and, if appealed, determination by the Commission, the losing party shall reimburse all costs associated with the Third Party Engineer process.

In the event a third party engineer or the State Public Service Commission determines that space is not available, AT&T will not be required to conduct a review of floor space availability in the same central office more frequently than once every six months.

Space Availability

AT&T shall maintain a publicly available document posted for viewing on the CLEC Online web site (https://clec.att.com) indicating its Eligible Structures, if any, that have no space available for physical collocation.  AT&T must update this document within the contracted interva   date at which an Eligible Structure runs out of physical collocation space.  In addition, for central offices where collocators are currently located or applications for collocation are pending, if space availability information is readily available to AT&T, such information will be placed on the website.  AT&T will update the public document on the first day of each month to include all newly available information.  To the extent AT&T has the information readily available, the public document should specify the amount of active and other (inactive) collocation space available at each Eligible Structure, the number of collocators, any modifications in the use of the space since the last update, and should also include measures that AT&T is taking to make additional space available for collocation.

AT&T will apply the same space reservation policies to Collocators as it applies to itself.  In order to increase the amount of space available for collocation, AT&T will remove obsolete unused equipment from its Eligible Structures that have no space available for Physical Collocation upon reasonable request by a Collocator or upon Order of the Commission.  In those offices where AT&T does not have adequate space to meet forecasted collocation demand, AT&T agrees to remove obsolete unused equipment located in that office necessary to meet forecasted demand in advance of a reasonable request from a CLEC or Order from the Commission.  AT&T shall reserve space for switching, MDF and DCS to accommodate access line growth.

Floor Space Reservation

AT&T is not required to lease or construct additional space to provide for Physical Collocation when existing space has been exhausted.  Moreover, AT&T is not required to, nor create any obligation or expectation, to relinquish used, or forecasted space to undertake the construction of new quarters or to construct additions to existing quarters in order to satisfy any request for additional space or the placement of Collocator equipment or facilities, whether through an initial request for Physical Collocation or a subsequent request for more space in an Eligible Structure. AT&T and Collocator shall not unreasonably warehouse forecasted space.

To the extent possible, AT&T will make contiguous space available to a Collocator if a Collocator seeks to expand an existing Physical Collocation arrangement and such request meets AT&T’s non-discriminatory practices regarding efficient space utilization.

When planning renovations of existing Eligible Structures or constructing or leasing new Eligible Structures, AT&T will take into account future demand based upon its knowledge of Collocator demand for Collocation. Collocator will provide AT&T with a two (2)-year rolling forecast of its requirements for Collocation that will be reviewed jointly on a yearly basis by the Parties. 

AT&T may retain a limited amount of floor space for AT&T’s own specific future uses; provided, however that neither AT&T nor any of its affiliates may reserve space for future use for like equipment on terms more favorable than those that apply to other telecommunications carriers, including Collocator, seeking to reserve Collocation space for their own future use.  Except for space needed for switching equipment “turnaround” (e.g., the installation of new switching equipment to replace then-existing switching equipment), other telecommunications equipment and infrastructure, if any, and/or otherwise permitted or directed by applicable rule or order, AT&T will relinquish any space held for future use before denying a request for Virtual Collocation on grounds of space limitations, unless AT&T proves to the Commission that Virtual Collocation at that point is not technically feasible, including that space does not exist.  In any such event, AT&T and the Collocator will attempt to reach a mutually agreeable alternative method of interconnection. 

At the request of the Commission or Collocator, AT&T shall remove any obsolete and unused equipment (e.g., retired in-place") from its Eligible Structures.  AT&T shall be permitted to recover the cost of removal and/or relocation of such equipment if AT&T incurs expenses that would not otherwise have been incurred (at the time of the request or subsequent thereto) except to increase the amount of space available for collocation (e.g., costs to expedite removal of equipment or store equipment for reuse).

AT&T may impose reasonable restrictions on its provision of additional Unused Space available for Collocation (so-called “warehousing”) as described in paragraph 586 of the First Report and Order (96-325); provided, however, that AT&T shall not set a maximum space limitation on Collocator unless AT&T proves to the Commission that space constraints make such restrictions necessary.  

Transport

For the purpose of developing office floor plans and allocating equipment space, transport equipment is broadly defined as all technologies other than power, switching, or frame. Generally speaking, AT&T will reserve transport equipment space for current year requirements plus 2 years or as noted in the state specific section. The exception to this rule is Digital Cross-connect Systems (DCS). Similar to a small switch, a DCS growth area is sized for its documented “ultimate” design. There are internal cabling restrictions within the DCS footprint which are manufacturer’s limits. If these are violated, the DCS will not work and the investment becomes stranded.

Two other technologies in the Data Switching/Fast Packet arena that may require space reservation are ATMs and DSLAMs. ATM equipment commonly serves all users and is expected to be limited by internal cabling restrictions similar to those experienced in circuit switches and therefore must be treated similarly. However, the current classification of ATM transport equipment will require a transport-planning window of the current year plus two (if business plans include the need for ATMs). Space reservation for DSLAM equipment will require a transport-planning window of the current year plus two or as specified in the state specific section.  

Switching   

The term switching equipment refers to equipment entities that perform call management for the individual business and residence customers served by the central office. Although switching equipment does interconnect with transport equipment for interoffice call and data processing reasons, the bulk of the cable from a switch terminates at the Main Distributing Frame (MDF). The switch growth area is sized for its documented “ultimate” design based on switch capacity and the demographics and size of the wire center. There are internal cabling restrictions within the switch footprint which are manufacturer limits. If these are violated, the switch equipment will not work and the investment will become stranded. In addition, there are technical issues related to the isolated bonding network if the switch is not in a contiguous area.

Besides the reservation of space for a switch’s ultimate growth, turnaround space must be allocated and preserved to allow for expansion and modernization of switching capacity. Lack of turnaround space would force a building addition or a new wire center.

In addition to the switch, the MDF growth area will be reserved for its documented “ultimate” design. Main Distributing Frames can either be conventional or modular (COSMIC). The MDF growth area will include FDF and the DSX frames. The wire center will be prematurely exhausted if the MDF is restricted in growth capacity. Frame capacity is severely affected without contiguous jumper connectivity. The same turnaround-space requirements for the switch apply to the MDF as well.

Power

An integral component of an office DC power plant and an equipment-powering scheme is the equipment used to incrementally distribute DC power to various network elements. The DC power plants shall be located as close to the house service panel and the backup AC source as possible to minimize the length and routing of AC conduits between commercial and backup AC service and office power plant. There is a contiguous power area for a power plant because there are voltage drop issues between the components of a power plant. In addition, the power plant must be grown in a contiguous manner due to expensive cable runs, exposed bus bars, battery acid containment dams, floor weight loading and clearance from electromagnetic radiation. For these reasons, a power plant is foot-printed for its ultimate design and the area is allocated or reserved for its ultimate size. 

Turnaround space must be allocated and preserved to allow for expansion and modernization of the power plant capacity. Lack of turnaround space will lead to an otherwise unnecessary building addition, a hot slide that increases network reliability risks, or a new wire center.

Finally, equipment space shall not be reserved or allocated if such equipment installation will:

· Violate NEBS or OSHA safety code and local building codes

· Pose a legitimate threat to network reliability and security

· Be technically impossible given the current state of the art

· Encroach upon space reasonably set aside for equipment staging areas, administrative groups, lounges and conference rooms, and circuit pack and storage rooms.




This document currently covers the following AT&T Local Exchange Carriers 





 


AT&T- Southeast (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee) 











NOTE: Information supplied in this Handbook is for informational purposes only. For detailed and contractual information please refer to your current contract with AT&T such as ICA’s, Tariffs or other legally binding contracts in your specific region. All such contracts take precedent over information supplied in this handbook document.
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